
Greetings,

Juneteenth University, Inc., invites your school or organization to be represented in our first 
Juneteenth High School Oratory Expo – a virtual celebration of Texas Emancipation Day and National 
Juneteenth Independence Day.  The expo will showcase eight dynamic informative speeches by gifted 
high school students representing a variety of Texas communities.  This is not a competition.  There is 
no entry fee.  Financial compensation will not be awarded, but all participants will receive a 
personalized plaque.

The expo is part of a virtual celebration created primarily for Juneteenth celebrants worldwide 
who may not have a local celebration to attend.  Therein, all speeches must have some relevance to 
Texas Emancipation Day and/or Juneteenth National Independence Day.  This includes informative 
speeches about emancipation in any location, not just Texas.  NOTE: Contrary to popular opinion, the 
Texas state holiday and the national Juneteenth holiday are not the same.  One commemorates 
emancipation events solely in Texas.  The other celebrates emancipation regardless of where or when it 
occurred.

Any student attending high school in Texas is eligible to participate in this event.  However only
one student per school or organization will be accepted.  Each participant must submit a recorded video
of his/her speech.  All speeches will be assembled by Juneteenth University, Inc. and posted for public 
enjoyment beginning June 17, 2022.

To include a representative in this unique event, please review the attached list of requirements 
then submit a reservation form.  Please do not begin developing a speech until you receive an 
acceptance acknowledged.  NOTE: The notice you receive after submitting the reservation form is not 
an acceptance acknowledgment.

If additional information is needed please submit questions via email to: 
oratory@arisintogether.com.

Juneteenth University, Inc. is a Texas-based not-for-profit corporation.  Our mission is to
promote creative celebrations of Texas Emancipation Day and Juneteenth National Freedom Day, both 
commonly known as Juneteenth.  We look forward to your participation in this fun event.

Respectfully,
The team at Juneteenth University, Inc.
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Juneteenth Oratory Expo Participant Regulations 

1. This is a JEDI event: Just, Equitable, Diverse and Inclusive.  Every 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade 
student may participate in this event, regardless of geographic location, political persuasion, 
nationality, religion or personal identity factors.

2. Each participant must submit a video recorded speech that addresses the topic: “The 
Contemporary State of Freedom”.  Maximum length: 7 minutes.  No minimum length.
 

3. Submission deadline:  April 30, 2022.

4. This event is not a contest.  Submissions will be accepted and reviewed until the desired number of
accepted speeches has been reached.  Thereafter, a termination notice will be posted and additional
submissions will no longer be considered.

5. Speech must be an original composition by the orator.  Singing, if included, may not exceed 30 
seconds total.

6. Speech may be persuasive (persuade listeners to modify their beliefs or take a specific action), or 
informative (educate listeners about a specific topic), and must be offered from the orator’s 
viewpoint.

7. Orators have wide latitude to interpret the topic with originality and interesting ideas, but may not 
use language, symbols, or references widely considered to be offensive, intentionally hurtful, or 
abusive.  Non-factual references, must be so identified.  Direct quotations may not exceed 150 
words total.  Extensive paraphrasing of other work is prohibited.

8. Visual aids are encouraged.  Notes should not be visible.  Banned material (weapons, controlled 
substances, etc.) may not be used.

9. Video may not include any live person(s) other than the speaker.  Film footage not created 
specifically for the speaker may not be included (i.e., do not include film clips created by other 
sources.)

10. How to submit the video:  a) upload the video to Youtube as a “public unlisted” posting.  b) 
provide the link address in the Participant Reservation Form.

11. All orators appearing in the assembled video will receive a personalized plaque.  Orators whose 
speeches are listed, but not included in the assembled video will receive appreciation certificates, 
electronically.
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Fact sheet: Juneteenth Myths and Facts

1. News of the Emancipation Proclamation was not 2.5 years late reaching Texas.   An 
announcement of Lincoln’s intent to emancipate enslaved people was published in Texas 
newspapers beginning ten days before Lincoln announced his preliminary proclamation.

2. Only enslaved people in Galveston were emancipated on June 19, 1865.  Other locations were 
emancipated when the Union army arrived there.  Example: Houston was emancipated on June 
20th; Austin was emancipated on June 23rd, etc.

3. All fifty states have state-level legislation that recognize June 19th.  Ironically, Texas is the only 
state where legislation does not include the word “Juneteenth”.

4. When the Emancipation Proclamation was issued, slavery was legal in fifteen states. The 
Emancipation Proclamation outlawed slavery in only eight of those fifteen states, plus parts of 
two additional states (Louisiana and Virginia.)  Texas was the last of the ten states not-
exempted.  

5. Universal emancipation occurred in Kentucky and Delaware in December of 1865 - six months 
after it occurred in Texas.  Those were the last two states where emancipation occurred.

6. Although numerous recordings by former slaves mention Juneteenth as their emancipation date,
that is unlikely to be correct as handbills announcing General Granger’s Order #3 were not 
distributed by the military until after June 19th.

7. In October of 1868, the Texas Supreme Court ruled that June 19th was the official date of 
emancipation in Texas.  Prior to then, emancipation celebrations were held on the anniversary 
of the dates when emancipation occurred in each community.

8. Several states and jurisdictions celebration Emancipation Day locally.  Parts of South Carolina 
celebrate Emancipation Day on January 1.  Washington, D.C. celebrates Emancipation Day on 
April 15.  Parts of Mississippi celebrate local emancipation on May 8.  They call it Eight 
O’May.  Florida celebrates Emancipation Day on May 20.  Texas celebrates Emancipation Day 
on June 19.  The national holiday occurs on June 19th solely because it was the most popular 
Emancipation Day.
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